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Movies are like giant vats
Movies are like giant vats of stew. In order to make a really good stew, you must 

put a lot of different things in it. For example, vegetable stew has carrots, potatoes, 

and an occasional broccoli stalk along with an assortment of other things. Movies 

have to have a lot of ingredients to make them good as well. There are plenty of 

great “movie stews” out there but there are distinctly good ones. By this I’m talking 

about Ace Ventura: Pet Detective. This movie has all the essential ingredients in it; it 

has to have some kind of immaturity, a good plot, and distinct characters that you will 

remember forever.
There is a lot of the immaturity ingredients in this stew. For example, the main 

character lives in a temple that has one thousand steps. He tries to get a slinky to go 

down every step and it stops on the last step. Then he darts back up to try it again. 

Another example of when his immaturity shows is when he terrorizes an Indian who 

has to balance on a pole for three days. He does this by shooting continuous volleys 

of spitballs at him and violently shaking the pole yelling, “Earthquake test!”
Every movie needs a good plot and this one, as mature as it takes the gold. 

The main character is on a mission to fi nd the Sacred Bat of two Indian clans. If he 

doesn’t, they will go to war and annihilate each other. Little does he know the person 

who hired him stole the bat! He ends up getting the bat from him and barely makes 

it back in time. He arrived just before the two Indian armies where about to clash and 

ran through with the bat hollering at the top of his lungs, “Shikaka!” The word makes 

the Indians bow down because it is the name of the Sacred Bat.
Characters are the main “ingredient” that makes a movie. This character is realy 

weird! He arrives at a formal dinner party and took an assortment of food and 
arranged it on his face. He had asparagus in his teeth, cucumbers in his eyes, and 

baby tomatoes in his nose. Then, when he was being briefed for his mission, he 

started making fi nger puppets in front of the projector, and then, using the fi nger 

puppets, attacked the people on the slide.No matter how you like your stew, Ace Venture: Pet Detective will fi ll you up and 

you will want to watch it again and again. No matter how many times you watch it, it 

is still as hilarious as the fi rst time. This is because it has all the essentials in a movie 

to make it such a great movie.

Analysis of the Word Choice Trait in “Movies are like giant vats”What We See in the WritingWhile the stew metaphor is clever, there are plenty of places in the piece where the writer relies on typical, safe words and 

phrases rather than those that would add the right degree of spice. Mixed in with the clear, competent explanations and 

descriptions are sections that are confusing. Some attention to repetition is needed as well. Score: 4. Refi ning

A.  Applying Strong Verbs
The writer uses the passive voice quite a bit and includes few 
“action words” to give the piece energy.Parts of the piece contain strong verbs, like the second 
paragraph where the writer uses “darts” and “terrorizes,” but a 
close look at the fi rst paragraph reveals sentences made of “ to 
be” verbs, many of which could become more specifi c and active 
in the next draft.

B.  Selecting Striking Words and PhrasesThe writer provides little evidence that he or she has stretched for 
the best words or phrases. He or she may have attempted literary 
techniques, but they are trite or cliché for the most part. Connecting the parts of the essay by comparing them to 
ingredients in a stew creates an interesting metaphor, but the 
writer has trouble sustaining it, falling back on overly familiar, 
bland words again and again.

C.  Using Speci� c and Accurate Words The writer presents specifi c and accurate words, except for a few related to sophisticated and/or content-related topics. 

Technical or irrelevant jargon is off-putting to the reader. The words rarely capture the reader’s imagination.

D.  Choosing Words That Deepen MeaningThe writer fi lls the piece with unoriginal language rather than language that results from careful revision. The words 

communicate the basic idea, but they are ordinary and uninspired.
There are a few vivid images, such as “shooting continuous volleys of spitballs.” The writer accurately describes the 

main character’s actions, and anyone who has seen the movie will appreciate this writer’s descriptions even if the words 

are fairly ordinary in many places.
E.  Choosing Words That Deepen MeaningThe writer uses words to capture the reader’s imagination and enhance the piece’s meaning. There is a deliberate attempt 

to choose the best word over the fi rst word that comes to mind.
The writer begins with an imaginative vat of stew, which captures the reader’s attention and helps to develop the 

writer’s analysis of the movie’s aspects. It’s visual and works. Unfortunately, that attention to specifi city with words is not 

sustained throughout.

What We Say to the WriterYou locked me in with your vat of stew metaphor. It’s easy to see that words intrigue you, and I get the sense you 

appreciate the value of selecting the best words for your writing. Perhaps you need time to revise for the word choice trait 

only; don’t worry about any other trait as you go back through your piece. Let’s begin by underlining the verbs in the fi rst 

paragraph. See if you can change at least half of the “be” verbs into action verbs. Now continue marking the verbs in the 

rest of the paper. Do you see other places you could revise the verbs? Look also for phrases that tell us the point rather 

than show us. See if you can revise sentences like “This character is really weird.” I bet you can be far more descriptive of 

what you had in mind than “weird.”

Scoring Guide
The paper rated these scores on a 6-point scale.

Ideas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Organization . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Voice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
WORD CHOICE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Sentence Fluency  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Conventions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
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you will want to watch it again and again. No matter how many times you watch it, it 

is still as hilarious as the fi rst time. This is because it has all the essentials in a movie 
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close look at the fi rst paragraph reveals sentences made of “ to 
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The writer uses words to capture the reader’s imagination and enhance the piece’s meaning. There is a deliberate attempt 
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writer’s analysis of the movie’s aspects. It’s visual and works. Unfortunately, that attention to specifi city with words is not 

sustained throughout.

What We Say to the Writer

You locked me in with your vat of stew metaphor. It’s easy to see that words intrigue you, and I get the sense you 

appreciate the value of selecting the best words for your writing. Perhaps you need time to revise for the word choice trait 

only; don’t worry about any other trait as you go back through your piece. Let’s begin by underlining the verbs in the fi rst 

paragraph. See if you can change at least half of the “be” verbs into action verbs. Now continue marking the verbs in the 
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