
Getting Started
With the Traits

Grades K–2

 Ideas

 Organization

 Voice

 Word Choice

 Sentence Fluency

 Conventions

Writing Lessons, Activities, Scoring Guides,  
and More for Successfully Launching Trait-Based  
Instruction in Your Classroom

Ruth Culham and  
Raymond Coutu

to assessing & teaching 
writing with the traits 

Grade K - 2

ROADMAP Sentence fluency,

Sentence fluency.

The writing flows.

The writing flows.

Sentences are longer.

Sentences are shorter.

It sounds smooth; 

It sounds right.

The 
Sentence
Fluency Song
Sung to the tune of “Frère Jacques”
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Sing-Along Trait Songs
With Bridey Monterossi  
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Sentence 
Fluency  
9. vocal
10. instrumental

conventionS 
11. vocal
12. instrumental

uBonuS Song:
PreSentation
13. vocal
14. instrumental

ideaS 
1. vocal
2. instrumental

organization
3. vocal
4. instrumental

voice  
5. vocal
6. instrumental

Word choice 
7. vocal
8. instrumental
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